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CHAPTER # 374
e oemes  APPROVAL # /7

ALBANT (2232

MEMORANDUM filed with Asgenbly Bill Wumbe §160-A extitled: ' JUL 71 26

*AN ACT to amend the enviroomental conservation law, in relation to
" ptateide spacing for oil end gas wells”

APPROVED

‘Thin bill, which was praposed by the Departigent of Environmenta] Congervation (PEC),
updates the Prvirenmentsl Conservatior, Lew (8CL) retating 10 ol and gad drilling. In
srmmary, the bilk: (1) extends the current wniform spacing systedt in e BCL to estabiish
standard “spacing unite”™ for aﬁd&ﬂuuﬂ wells, dnctuding horizontal wells, and cstabiishes
“getbacks” for adgitions] weils;' (2) establishes new malas for Joanting wells within spw:mg areas;
amd (3) requires horizontal wells to be drfiled from 2 contralized [oeation witkin o spaesing wmt.
Thene shanges will inoyease the sfficiency sud predictability of well spaciag, reduce
admingsteative ¢, beter pritact the tights of lzndowners who may be affected by drilling
operations, snd reducs nnmecessare disturbacee of the nakwal Iandseapr,

Concems have besn zaized that this 1l will result in less enviromriental raview. Thatis
not the caee; this bill does not mduce environmental reviaw, snd drilling can ouly procsed after
al) necegsary envirommental and othier repulatory reviews ame completed, including
envirommental teview required by fae State Environmental Qualiry Review Act (SEQRA), and
all necegsacy pormits e obtzined from DEC amd other regulatory agencies.

Tnaddition, residents wha could be impacted by drilling activities have raised 2 numsher
of immartant conocerns, Tuch a5 potential impacts on groundwater resowrces, procedures for the
treatment and tanspost of mocess twaten somtaminated during diiiling operations, potextial
{mpacts on local infiastructore from increased heavy truck traffic, the safty of fluids tsed in the
hydranlie Facturing of geslogio famations and patentis] eumulative impacts of wide-scale
drilling across the southemn ter. Last week, my Deputy Secretay for the Bovironment, odith
Enck, addeenned g town ball-atyle mesting to prin additlone] insiptn into these concemns, and [
have heard these copeems loud and clear, :

A 3 restle, T am, dinseting DEC 0 infsie 4 fonoal polblis seoness to update the SRQRA
Generic: Enviropmentsd Impact Statement that is applicable to oil and gas drilling 1o eimme fhat it
iz suitable to address potentinl vew sovironmysmtal iImpacts from dalling, ncluding horizontal
drilling in Mazoellus shele Bmoeeions. 1 hove slso diccussed the recidonts’ conserns with New
York™s Cotmissionsr of Emiroumental Conservation, Pete Ormmis, who sssiwes e that e and
DEC will ucddrenn deiiling opportumities in a considersd md deliverate manner through the
SEQRA and permicting processas sud with the full public partieipation

: Additional drilling in New Yok Sinte hes the potental for an neeeqse in domestic
natural gas production and w help in our effor: to redues onr depeodence on forcign ofl. Italso
ap algo stimulate econamis investuent i New York, particulsady in the southets Ger, through

gixfnec:;x;id indirect spending, Mcreased state and local o reverues, Jandowner cotapensation and
op o or.

While these benefits have the potential © be substaptial, they can only be snecessfully
renlizad with cosprehensive covizomnentel protectons, azipormus and vigilant regulatary
tegime to ensuze envargnments) compliance, and & process that ensures effective pubiic g,
That is how we shall procesd, swd my Admimatmation will be sarefully monitering the progress
of this initiative an i rogves forvund.

The Bl is approved.

* A soacing und i the land sres from which a wellis mepecied to recover oil or grn. A asthacle is
the distenes that 5 well must be from the boundaries of a spasing uni,



